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Founded in 1897, Kyoto University is the second oldest research 
university in Japan. Today it is a truly international institution 
dedicated to providing a free-thinking academic environment with a 
global perspective. 
Kyoto University is comprised of 10 Faculties, 18 Graduate Schools, 
13 Research Institutes, 16 Research and Education Centers, and six 
Intra-University Networks and other organizations. 
Number of Students /Staff
Undergraduate Students: 13,511 (235)
Graduate Students: 9,351 (1,421)
Teaching Staff: 2,757 (268)
Non-teaching staff: 2,738 (137)
*Number in brackets means international faculties/students.
Research Strategy
Kyoto university states that its mission is to sustain and develop its 
historical commitment to academic freedom and to pursue harmonious 
coexistence within the human and ecological community on this 
planet.  Kyoto university will generate world-class knowledge through 
freedom and autonomy in research that conforms with high ethical 
standards.  As a university that comprehends many graduate schools, 
faculties, research institutes and centers, Kyoto University will strive 
for diverse development in pure and applied research in the 
humanities, sciences and technology, while seeking to integrate these 
various perspectives.
History (Important date and years)
1897  Kyoto Imperial University was established on June 18th.
1947  Renamed Kyoto University.
2004  Kyoto University and all national universities incorporated.
Undergraduate Programs
• Faculty of Integrated Human Studies
• Faculty of Letters
• Faculty of Education
• Faculty of Law
• Faculty of Economics
• Faculty of Science
• Faculty of Medicine
• Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences
• Faculty of Engineering
• Faculty of Agriculture
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Master and Doctoral Programs
• Graduate School of Letters
• Graduate School of Education
• Graduate School of Law
• Graduate School of Economics
• Graduate School of Science
• Graduate School of Medicine
• Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Sciences
• Graduate School of Engineering
• Graduate School of Agriculture
• Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies
• Graduate School of Energy Science
• Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies
• Graduate School of Informatics
• Graduate School of Biostudies
•  Graduate School of Advanced Integrated Studies in Human 
Survivability
• Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
• School of Government
• Graduate School of Management
Research Institutes
• Institute for Chemical Research
• Institute for Research in Humanities
• Institute for Frontier Life and Medical Sciences
• Institute of Advanced Energy
• Research Institute for Sustainable Humanosphere
• Disaster Prevention Research Institute
• Yukawa Institute for Theoretical Physics
• Kyoto Institute of Economic Research
• Research Institute for Mathematical Sciences
• Research Reactor Institute
• Primate Research Institute
• Center for Southeast Asian Studies
• Center for iPS Cell Research and Application
Research and Education Centers
• Academic Center for Computing and Media Studies 
• Radiation Biology Center
• Center for Ecological Research
• Center for Integrated Area Studies
• Wildlife Research Center
• Center for the Promotion of Excellence in Higher Education
• The Kyoto University Museum
• Field Science Education and Research Center
• Fukui Institute for Fundamental Chemistry
• Kokoro Research Center
• Center for Cultural Heritage Studies
• General Student Support Center
• Kyoto University Archives
• Center for African Area Studies 
• Hakubi Center for Advanced Research
• Center for the Promotion of Interdisciplinary Education and Research
Organizations
• Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences
• Agency for Health, Safety and Environment
• Institute for Information Management and Communication
• Library Network
• Office of Society-Academia Collaboration for Innovation
• The Organization for the Promotion of International Relations
Awards
9 Nobel Prizes, 2 Fields Medals, 1 Gauss Prize, 5 Lasker Awards, 3 
Japan Prizes, 7 Kyoto Prizes
Student Exchange Agreement
Kyoto university has agreement on the student exchange with 
numerous partner universities in following countries and regions.
-Asia: Brunei (1), China (13), India (2), Indonesia (1), Korea (5), 
Malaysia (1), Philippines (1), Singapore (2), Taiwan (2), Thailand (4), 
Viet Nam (1)
-North America: Canada (6), United States (6)
-Latin America and the Caribbean: Brazil (1), Mexico (1) 
-Europe: Austria (1), Belgium (1), Finland (1), France (6), Germany 
(9), Iceland? (1), Ireland (2), Italy (2), Netherlands (3), Luxembourg 
(1), Norway (1), Spain (1), Sweden (3), Switzerland (3), United Kingdom 
(10)
-Oceania: Australia (5), New Zealand (1)
-Middle East: Israel (1), Turkey (1)
(As of March 2016)
International Projects/Network
Currently academic exchange agreements exist with 146 universities, 
4 university associations, and 8 institutions of 48 countries and 
regions.
-Asia: Bhutan (1), Brunei (1), China (11), Philippines (1), India (3), 
Indonesia (7), Korea (7), Laos (1), Malaysia (1), Myanmar (3), Nepal 
(1), Singapore (2), Taiwan (2), Thailand (5), Viet Nam (4)
-North America: Canada (6), United States (18)
-Latin America and the Caribbean: Brazil (1), Mexico (1) 
-Europe: Austria (1), Belgium (1), Czech (1), Finland (1), France (10), 
Germany (10), Ireland (2), Italy (4), Luxembourg (1), Norway (1), 
Netherlands (3), Poland (1), Russia (2), Spain (1), Sweden (4), 
Switzerland (4), Ukraine (2), United Kingdom (12)
-Oceania: Australia (5), New Zealand (1)
-Middle East: Israel (1), Saudi Arabia (1), Turkey (1)
-Africa: Botswana (1), Congo (1), Egypt (2), Guinea (1) Sudan (1), 
Uganda (1)
-Others: 5
(As of May 1, 2016)
Kyoto University has opened 57 overseas offices and facilities. Kyoto 
University especially manages the overseas centers in London (UK, 
2009), Heidelberg (Germany, 2014) and Bangkok (Thailand, 2014) as 
overseas operating bases to promote academic collaboration activities 




















































African studies at Kyoto University can be traced back more than half a 
century. It started with research on the behavior and ecology of gorillas and 
chimpanzees. The foundation for primatology in Japan was laid by the pioneer 
Kinji Imanishi and his disciples Jun’ichiro Itani and Masao Kawai when they 
traveled to Africa in 1958. About forty years ago, I myself started conducting 
graduate research under Itani and living with gorillas in the African jungle. I 
truly learned a wealth of knowledge during my time conducting primatological 
research in Africa. Out of all that, I’d like to mention three points that I find 
most important.
Firstly, when we think about human evolution, we must realize how suitable 
Africa is as a research field. I don’t think primatology at Kyoto University or in 
Japan would have been as world-renowned today if it hadn’t been for Africa. 
It was from the evolution-focused African research that the ecological 
anthropological research on hunters and gatherers, as well as pastoral and 
agricultural farmers, developed. 
Secondly, I would like to emphasize the importance of sharing research-
related knowledge and discoveries between researchers whose interests and 
specializations differ. I felt this keenly when I was doing fieldwork on gorillas 
in eastern Congo and met with many researchers in other fields (for example, 
linguists, ecologists, botanists, and geologists).
Lastly, it is important to learn from the experiences and wisdom of those 
who live in that area. As I was chasing gorillas in the jungle, I came to share 
aboriginal ideas about their natural environment.
Learning from the African people’s experiences and wisdom, or from the 
other people’s ways of thinking in general, does not apply only to primatology, 
but I think it’s something that most African studies researchers at the 
university will agree on. It’s not that we went to Africa to teach them 
something, but as we shared a learning experience, we felt we were 
contributing to the activities of the next generation of African researchers.
Times have changed and today there are many African researchers here in 
Kyoto conducting research with us as well as exchange students from all over 
Africa studying various subjects. The time working with people—during my 
fieldwork in Congo and Gabon and with those who have come to our 
educational and research space in Kyoto—has become a priceless treasure 
for me as President of Kyoto University.
We learned many things when we first went to Africa, and I think that it’s 
important for us to maintain this attitude of wanting to learn together with the 
African researchers across disciplinary boundaries, while respecting Africa’s 
diversely dynamic potential and contributing to the development and 
innovation of African studies at Kyoto University.
The relationship between Kyoto University and Africa in education and 
research is founded on a deep mutual understanding. I hope for it to become 
even more intimate in the future.
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Kyoto University holds “academic freedom” as its basic principle and has 
housed numerous researchers who have gone into unexplored fields. Those 
at our university who have engaged in Africa-related education and research 
embody this tradition. Furthermore, while contributing to African societies 
over the years, they worked towards the goal of harmonious co-existence in 
our global community.
At the UN summit held in September 2015, the “2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development” was adopted. The agenda formulates seventeen 
goals for sustainable development. Specifically, these goals, known as the 
SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals), include ending poverty, promoting 
health and welfare, providing technological innovation and durable 
infrastructure, as well as preserving the ecosystem on land and bellow water. 
While these goals may be newly adopted by the UN, they are challenges that 
the researchers at our university have addressed for years.
At Kyoto University, we have conducted collaborative research with 
colleagues in Africa for the past half-century to address these challenges. 
Regardless of discipline, we have not pushed things from outside, but rather 
we have taken the perspective of local populations through long-term 
fieldwork, seeking to find solutions together. Moreover, to overcome these 
challenges, we have occasionally crossed the disciplinary boundaries and 
incorporated methods from other fields to conduct comprehensive and 
multidimensional research. I believe that the strength of African studies at 
Kyoto University is nothing other than this hands-on approach and willingness 
to combine different fields. This is why I believe that African studies at our 
university can contribute significantly to the fulfillment of the SDGs.
Yet, what is required of African studies from here on out is not only bilateral 
collaboration between Africa and Japan, but also multilateral collaboration to 
carry out joint research and disseminate its results to the world. Luckily, our 
university has overseas offices in Germany and Thailand, and will soon set up 
a similar office in the US. It is my expectation that our African studies 
researchers will make Africa as the fourth strategic area for our global 
engagement by efficiently utilizing these offices, their connections and 














































































Graduated from Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies in 2004
??????????????
Chief of Education, UNICEF Kenya 
Message from Africa alumni representative
I was born and raised in Addis Abeba, Ethiopia. Coincidentally, today as I 
write this note to you, I am sitting at the African Union (AU) building in Addis 
Abeba Ethiopia attending a conference on how to end violence and extremism 
in African education.
I was born five minutes away from where the AU building in Addis Abeba is 
located. I have come a full circle.  What is interesting is that I was fourteen 
years old when I left Ethiopia my home to Kenya searching for better life and 
to avoid military force service. I run away to save my life. I became a refugee 
in neighbouring country, I fled to Kenya. Since then I have lived, worked and 
studied in Italy, Canada, Japan, Indonesia, and Sudan and now I am back in 
Kenya.
Today, I am the chief of education in UNICEF Kenya working for children. I 
have lived and moved to different countries because I am educated.  Japan 
has played a critical role to my personal and professional development. Kyoto 
University has given me a very deep sense of my adult identity, my research, 
critical thinking, presentation, writing and analysing skills and above all I am 
where I am because I was given an opportunity to be a student in Kyoto 
University.
I remember the day when I learned about Kyoto University African Studies. 
It was by accident. It was Saturday around morning hours.  It was in 1998 
when I first learned about Kyoto University.  I was visiting a friend in Kyoto. I 
was a teacher in Toyama prefecture the Japan English Teaching (JET) program 
as that time. That special morning, I went for a run with my friend and saw a 
poster that said Japanese Association for Nilo-Ethiopian Studies organizing a 
conference. I was impressed. I wanted to know more. I wanted to come and 
listen what Japan has to say about the country where I was born. After my 
run, I went to find out and was supper impressed. I learned Japanese scholars 
have been doing studies on Africa for over 50 years. I learned many of the 
professors and researches knew more about my country than I will ever did. 
That idea of not knowing enough made me to inquire even more.  Then luckily 
that night my friend Daisuke, seeing my excitement told me that his father 
was a professor in Kyoto University and he would call his father to tell him 
about my curiosity. His father simply connected me to Professors at the 














































That night, I contemplated the idea of going to school in Japan, I was not 
able to sleep. I remained curious until I was given a name of a professor in 
African Area Studies Center. His name was Professor Araki.  He was very 
humble, direct and energetic. After few discussion over the phone, he invited 
me to come to Kyoto University to meet with him and his colleague. Professor 
Shigeta and professor Araki met me and from the first encounter I was asked 
to explain many things. I was not prepared but I told them my willingness. 
That first informal interview lasted for over two hours. Shigeta Sensei was 
very supportive from our first conversation, but I must tell you it was very 
challenging discussion. I continued to engage and expressing my willingness 
to come and study in Kyoto University.
After many phone calls, interviews and written exams, I was finally 
accepted to study in Kyoto University in April 2000. In Kyoto University, good 
work ethics was not only expected but practiced. Every professor, lecturer, 
post graduate student and PhD student spent hours in supporting every 
member of the team. Weather in your first year or last year of your education, 
people were interested to help and support. No one was immune from being 
questioned, challenged and guided using a critical lens. Wednesday 
presentations were feared and respected as benchmark for approval. 
What made Kyoto University unique is that no concept or idea was 
presented if it was not collected from the field by the individual presenting.  It 
is not learning only from a text book but from the community, from the local 
reality, from the ground.  All research materials came from the field.  You 
spent extensive time in the field with local community learning, smelling 
touching and gathering data.  When you come back with excitement, you are 
asked to examine, analyse and pragmatically conceptualize your ideas. 
Perfecting and sharpening your ideas took many hours of hard work and 
commitment. We also spent many hours enjoying, talking, eating, drinking 
and sharing time together. You learn resilience and endurance.
Hence, when I was learned about the Kyoto University African Alumni 
Association (KUAAA), I jumped with excitement. Japanese contribution to 
African social, political, intellectual as well as economic development is very 
extensive. Immediately I said we must start and engage as member of the 
Kyoto University academic culture, how do we continue to be involve with 
Kyoto University and with bringing Japan to the people of Africa? How do we 
give back to the people, government of Japan and to the University that have 
shaped our personal and professional growth?  The KUAAA is a platform for 
engagement and for contributing both to Africa as whole and to also stay 
connected to Japan and Japanese society.  We are Kyoto University great 
ambassadors in the African continent. At the same time Kyoto University 
must seek us out to help shape the future development of the new generation 
of scholars in Japan.  We must continue to contribute to the academic and 
social fabric of the different fields of study in Kyoto Universities where have 
gained valuable education.  
























gained very valuable skills and lifelong tools for searching new knowledge. 
My aptitude for enquire and desire to request for evidence and empirical data 
comes from Kyoto University long history of seeking for excellence. Today, as 
I drive back to my hotel from the African Union, I will pass by the public 
elementary school where I learned my basic education. I will go and visit my 
secondary school childhood. My schools in Addis have also contributed to 
my growth. However, today, in about ten minutes, I will start my presentation 
titled “ the role of education in violent extremism in Africa” by saying I am a 
proud graduate of Kyoto University.   Today, I am very proud to say I am an 
alumna of Kyoto University.
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Research and Educational Projects in Africa

































The Faculty of Letters originated as the College of Letters in 1906, 
and has been a pre-eminent academic center in the fields of arts and 
humanities since its foundation. We currently consist of six divisions: 
Philosophy, Eastern Culture, Western Culture, History, Behavioral 
Studies, and Contemporary Culture, which are further divided into 34 
departments. Departments devoted to studies of eastern cultures 
have attracted an extremely talented pool of scholars and students 
from abroad. The graduate school has always worked closely with 
the Institute for Research in Humanities, and other components of 
the university, especially the Faculty of Integrated Human Studies, for 
both education and research. 
The research and education carried out in the Faculty and Graduate 
School of Letters is generally called humanities/humane studies. 
Humane studies concern the overall actions of human beings in the 
present and past. In fact, they cover a broad range of intellectual 
inquiry —— from the study of people’s activities in making a living 
and conducting their daily lives, to the study of their family activities, 
the study of their cultural and intellectual activities, the study of their 
political actions, and so on. To understand these kinds of activities 
and give them their proper significance, humane studies take as 
clues the vestiges of the past that human beings have left in things, 
texts, and artistic creation. In addition, fields investigating 
contemporary society (such as geography and sociology) and fields 
focusing on observation and experimentation, such as psychology 
and similar disciplines, are also included in the Faculty and the 
Graduate School of Letters.
In the Graduate School of Letters, mainly faculties in the Division 
of Behavioral Studies and the Division of Contemporary Culture 
engage in African studies and teach graduate students working on 
Africa from the perspective of cultural anthropology, history, and 
geography. As of 2017, there are three research projects on Africa 
being carried out under the initiatives of the Graduate School of 
Letters. 
The first project is interdisciplinary research centered around 
cultural anthropology and area studies. “African Potential and 
Overcoming the Difficulties of Modern World: Comprehensive Area 
Studies That Will Provide a New Perspective for the Future of 
Humanity” has been conducted since 2016 with the support of Grant-
in-Aid for Scientific Research (S). Professor Motoji Matsuda in the 
Division of Behavioral Studies takes the initiative to advance 
comprehensive studies with the aim of unveiling the potential of 
problem solving methods that the African society possesses toward 
challenges faced by the current African societies. Although today’s 
Sub-Saharan African societies have turned into an engine of the 



























global economic growth, difficulties, such as growing social 
disparities, religious and racial conflicts, environmental destruction, 
and loss of cultural resources, are further being exacerbated. Faced 
with these situations, this project derives and conceptualizes dynamic 
problem-solving capabilities inherent in African society, which have 
been ignored traditionally by thoughts and ideas of modern Western 
origin, as African Potential and leverages them to put problem 
solutions into perspective.
The second project is “Research on Colonial Soldiers during the 
World War II: War, Labor and Gender in the Colonial World,” which 
Professor Yoko Nagahara in Department of History is carrying out 
with the support of Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A). This 
comparative research looks into intersections of social forces that 
mobilized colonial soldiers in Africa, South Asia, and Southeastern 
Asia. Based on the method of oral history, the project closely 
examines the recruitment mechanisms that mobilized tens of 
thousands of colonial solders from Asia and Africa, locating them 
within changing relationships of gender and labor under the world 
system of the twentieth century. African researchers play a key role 
in this project both qualitatively and quantitatively. 
The third project is called “Investigation into Glacial Recession on 
Mt. Kenya under Global Warming and Impacts of the Changing Water 
Environment on Local Communities.” Professor Kazuharu Mizuno in 
Department of Geography leads the project with the support of 
Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A). In collaboration with 
Department of Geography at University of Nairobi, the research group 
investigates how the melting glacier changes channels of spring 
water in the foot of Mt. Kennya, and how the changing water 
environment affects local communities and their livelihoods. In so 
doing, the project aims to examine dynamic correlations between 
global environmental changes and local living environment.  
 As such, the Graduate School of Letters contributes to 
accumulation of knowledge and development of African studies from 










My research explores social mechanisms that encourage people to avoid or reconcile conflicts in multi-ethnic urban 
societies. I have been carrying out fieldwork among multi-ethnic migrant communities that emerged in Nairobi and 
their homelands in western Kenya as an outcome of rapid urbanization since the 1960s. My research particularly 
focuses on social dynamics of migrant laborers and social mechanisms of ethnogenesis.
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I have been working on the history of Southern Africa during the colonial era. In particular, my research focuses on 
features of German, British and Portuguese colonialism and those of apartheid-type colonialism in South Africa, 
tracing their impacts on transformation of African societies. My research pays a special attention to regional 
interactions among the imperial states as well as their relationships to other regions of the world during the same 
period. Based on this research, I proposed the notion of “colonial responsibility” as a new perspective to understand 
the history of colonial violence and decolonization. This notion started being shaped in the early 20th century, which 
became a critical moment throughout the rest of the century. From this perspective, my research traced colonial 
connections between Asia and Africa, examining how the system of the imperial world was formed through migrations 
of soldiers and laborers. My current research focuses on the relationship between colonial violence and gendered 
structure of power by looking into transregional movements of colonial soldiers and women across colonies.
???????????????????????
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Department of Contemporary History, Division of Contemporary 













Since 2001, I have investigated the change of natural environment and alteration of human activities based in arid 
and semi-arid areas, including the Namib Desert in Namibia. I have investigated vegetation shift because of the 
change in the recent climatic environment and its relation with human activities. In addition, because glaciers in Mt. 
Kenya and Kilimanjaro have recessed rapidly, as a result of the recent global warming, and clear shift was observed in 
the neighboring vegetation, I have continually investigated such shift and explored their relationships for 25 years, 
since 1992. During the investigation in Namibia and Kenya, I pursued interdisciplinary research, thanks to 
participation of a large number of researchers and graduate students in the projects funded by Grants-in-Aid for 
Scientific Research, and worked on developing young researchers. Moreover, I have conducted joint research with the 
Desert Research Foundation of Namibia and the University of Nairobi, and have left findings to the benefit of locals in 
the form of an English-language academic journal. I have also published Afurika Shizengaku (Natural Geography of 
Africa; Kokon Shoten, 2005), a first introductory book in Japanese concerning the nature of Africa written jointly by 
the Scientific Research Project members, and contributed to society.
??????????????????????????????





Department of Geography, Division of Behavioral Studies
?????????? ???Professor
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? Republic of Namibia:  Gobabeb Research & Training Center,  Desert Research Foundation of Namibia, and 
University of Namibia
?Republic of Kenya: University of Nairobi 
??????? 4500m????????????2015??
Topographical and soil research at altitude of 4500m on Mt. Kenya in 2015
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Academic expeditions in Africa started in 1958 under the 
leadership of Prof. Kinji Imanishi. He and other researchers pioneered 
primatological and anthropological studies in Africa, and established 
Laboratory of Physical Anthropology in Faculty of Science in 1962. 
Currently, Laboratories of Physical Anthropology and Human 
Evolution Studies in Department of Zoology are the two main bodies 
that continue to carry out paleoanthropological and primatological 
research in Africa   
Nakali Paleoanthropological Project at Laboratory of Physical 
Anthropology--a Window to the Late Miocene of Africa
The lineages of Gorilla, Pan and humans have successively split 
between 11 and 7 million years ago (Ma). Unfortunately, fossils of 
African apes during this epoch are quite sparse. So far, only two jaw 
fragments and a dozen of isolated teeth of three great ape species 
have been recovered from three localities in Africa. The Nakali 
Expedition was launched in 2002 by collaboration between the 















The Graduate School and Faculty of Science explores the 
underlying principles behind nature and human activities in order to 
develop scientific philosophies. At both the undergraduate and 
graduate levels, research and education is undertaken in the following 
five departments: Mathematics and Mathematical Sciences, Physics 
and Astronomy, Earth and Planetary Sciences, Chemistry, and 
Biological Sciences. The Graduate School of Science, together with 
the Faculty of Science, has approximately 270 permanent academic 
staff and a number of research fellows from around the world. There 
are also 250 additional academic staff who belong to various 
research institutes and centers in Kyoto University, including the 
Research Institute for Mathematical Sciences, the Yukawa Institute 
for Theoretical Physics, the Institute for Chemical Research, the 
Research Institute for Sustainable Humanosphere, the Disaster 
Prevention Research Institute, and the Primate Research Institute. Its 
emphasis on fostering creativity is attested by the achievements of 
former students and faculty including six Nobel laureates and two 
Fields Medal winners. In keeping with Kyoto University’s tradition of 
academic freedom, faculty members and students can pursue their 
study of the fundamental laws and theories of nature without concern 
















????? ? Graduate School of Science02
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Nakali is situated on the eastern shoulder of the Gregory Rift in 
northern Kenya. The Nakali Formation (10.0-9.7 Ma) yields a rich 
primate fauna that includes a new great ape species Nakalipithecus 
and several other primate species. This contrasts with other African 
localities of similar age. For example, the slightly younger 
Namrungule Formation (9.6 Ma), 70 km north of Nakali, so far 
yielded only one primate species Samburupithecus (great ape) 
despite of over 20 years dedicated survey. Paleoenvironment of 
Nakali was probably riverine and lake margin forests. Stable isotopic 
analysis of fossil tooth enamel revealed that most of Nakali 
herbivorous mammals fed on tree leaves or herbs in the forest floor. 
In contrast, conspecific or closely-related herbivores in the Samburu 
Hills are predominant grass consumers. This difference may 
document the onset of environmental change toward increasing 
aridity in east Africa. Another remarkable finding in Nakali is the co-
existence of primitive primate lineages (great apes and terminal 
members of other extinct catarrhine groups) and uprising Old World 
monkeys. For many years, it has been hypothesized that apes were 
outcompeted by Old World monkeys that acquired efficient 
adaptations for foraging and digestion. Although this idea has been 
supported only by circumstantial evidences, primate fossils from 
Nakali provide us the first opportunity to realize how apes and 
monkeys competed to each other over food resources in late 
Miocene forests in Africa. 
????? / Team members NA60??????????????????????? 1?






















?????????????????/Nakalipithecus. Photo courtesy of Y. Kunimatsu.
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Recently, another great ape Chororapithecus was discovered from 
the 8 million-year-old Chorora, Ethiopia by a team led by the 
University of Tokyo. This great ape is thought to be a basal member 
of the gorilla lineage. Nakalipithecus is very likely close to the root of 
the extant African apes and humans. African Late Miocene is a very 
hot topic in the paleoanthropological community and the Nakali 
Project is playing a pivotal role therein.
Laboratory of Human Evolution Studies: Primatological Studies in 
Mahale, Tanzania, and Moukalaba-Doudou, Gabon 
Since 1958, a number of researchers at Kyoto University have 
carried out fieldwork in Africa to study societies of wild African great 
apes, such as gorillas and chimpanzees. African great apes are our 
evolutionary relatives. It is, therefore, essential to understand their 
societal and behavioral patterns in order to trace trajectories of 
human evolution.
The first research project on wild chimpanzees in the Mahale 
Mountains, Tanzania, started in 1965 under the leadership of 




























Graduate School of Sciences). The project has continued for more 
than half a century as many researchers and students, mostly from 
Department of Zoology, have carried out fieldwork in the region.
Their studies at Mahale revealed various aspects of behavioral 
ecology of chimpanzees, including social structures, use of medicinal 
plants, hunting and meat-sharing, cultural behaviors, etc. It should 
also be noted that Mahale became a national park in 1985 because 
our researchers led conservation efforts sponsored by oversea 
developmental aids of Japanese government.
Our laboratory is also carrying out another project currently in 
Moukalaba-Doudou National Park, Gabon. Under the leadership of 
Juichi Yamagiwa (a former professor at the Graduate School and 
now President of Kyoto University), several graduate students and 
post-doctoral fellows are studying western lowland gorillas, 
mandrills, etc.
?????????????????
Research camp at Mahale
?????????????????
Mahale chimpanzees grooming with each other
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Between 2008 and 2012, another project was launched in 
Moukalaba under the sponsorship of SATREPS (Science and 
Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable Development by 
JICA/JST). This project aimed at promoting ecotourism in the 
national park rich with high biodiversity. Along with ecotourism, the 
project also helped local researchers and students in Gabon conduct 
ecological studies, environmental education, socio-economic 
surveys, etc. During the period, our laboratory accepted a Gabonese 




A silverback male gorilla at Moukalaba. Photo courtesy of J. Yamagiwa.
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At Kalamaloue National Park, located north of Cameroon, I have been studying social ecology of a savanna 
primate called the patas monkey, which is the fastest primate runner running at 55 km/h. These monkeys utilize their 
long limbs to not only escape from foragers but also obtain sparsely distributed food efficiently in the savanna with 
high-speed walking. This enables them to feed on acacia seeds, which grow during the dry season; thanks to this, 
they give birth to a child during the dry season, which is a rare occurrence seen in primates. Moreover, high mortality 
rate brought about by instable environmental fluctuations, another aspect of lives in savanna, induced evolution of 
their high reproduction rate, an adaptive trait where they first give birth to a child at the age of three and then give 
birth to another child every year thereafter. Thus, an investigation of the patas monkey, which has evolved through 
adaptation to African savanna, provides a clue to the great mystery as to what kind of processes have involved in our 
human ancestors’ expansion into the savanna.
?????????????????????????????




Laboratory of Human Evolution Studies, Division of Biological 
Science, Graduate School of Science
?????????? ???Professor
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My area of specialty is paleoanthropology. This is a field of research that focuses on the history of evolution of 
people and closely related animals. In this field, I have a strong interest in how apes have evolved since their inception 
and the trigger that separated the extant ape and human lines. To this end, I have excavated fossils in the Kenya Great 
Rift Valley region. Currently, I am focusing my investigation on Nakali in the north-central region of Kenya, where a 
geological stratum from 10 million years ago has been exposed. My excavations are conducted jointly with the Earth 
Sciences Department of the National Museums of Kenya and I have presented many of our coauthored papers.
??????????????




Laboratory of Physical Anthropology, Division of Biological 
Science,  Graduate School of Science
?????????? ???Professor
???????????















I am conducting numerous parallel research projects to examine the ecology and behavior of reptiles, focusing on 
snakes. One of these is an international research project in Madagascar in which I have participated since 1999. This 
joint research project does not just involve reptiles, but mainly focuses on land vertebrates including birds, mammals, 
and amphibians. While the core members are faculty from Kyoto University and the University of Antananarivo, faculty 
from institutions including the Joetsu University of Education and Toho University also participated in the study. The 
main area of study was Ankarafantsika National Park in the northwest of the country, and we have investigated 
interspecies relationships between diverse land vertebrates in this park from a behavioral perspective. Graduate 
students from Japan and the Department of Zoology at the Faculty of Science of the University of Antananarivo have 
participated in the field research for their Master’s theses and doctoral dissertations. I provide field research and 
thesis guidance for zoology graduate students from the University of Antananarivo.
??????????????????? -????
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What is the society for humans and animals? To answer this question, my research focuses on the social behavior 
of wild chimpanzees. The main area for the research was Mahale Mountains National Park in Tanzania. This area is 
known worldwide for chimpanzee research; long-term studies have been conducted in this park for more than 50 
years. I am currently coordinating the activities of the Mahale research group and analyzing demographics and 
ranging behavior by using data that has been accumulated over a long period of time. I have also visited chimpanzee 
research sites other than Mahale to research cultural behavior through direct observation. Because chimpanzees are 
an endangered species, I am engaged in studies that will lead to preservation and environmental education activities 
in villages near the research site. 
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My area of specialty is anthropology. This field of research focuses on the history of the evolution of people and 
closely related animals. In this field, I am interested in how apes have evolved since their inception and the trigger that 
separated the extant ape and human lines. In Africa, I participate in excavations in Nakali in the north-central region of 
Kenya, where a geological stratum from approximately 10 million years ago has been exposed. My aim is to elucidate 
the evolutionary history of excavated fossils mainly by using morphological analysis methods. 
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In Middle East and Africa, the level of practical education and 
research programs at national universities remains inadequate due to 
sharp increase of students and lack of enough research facilities. 
This results in the problem of science and engineering human 
resources leaving to foreign countries. The Graduate School of 
Engineering has promoted personnel support and improvisation of 
higher education at Egypt-Japan University of Science and 
Technology (E-JUST) in Egypt and Jomo Kenyatta University of 
Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT) in Kenya in cooperation with 




??????????????????E-JUST: Egypt-Japan University 
of Science and Technology???????????????????
?JKUAT: Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology?????
??????JICA??????????????????????
?????????
E-JUST????????? /  Commencement at E-JUST
The Graduate School consists of 17 departments and 7 centers 
that cover a very broad range of research, from fundamental 
theoretical studies in mathematics, physics, chemistry and biology to 
the development of new engineering technologies. The successful 
results yielded by the school’s approach to research have been 
acknowledged internationally, and several of its researchers have 
received prestigious awards, including the Nobel Prize. The school’s 
facilities at Katsura Campus, opened in 2003 as the third campus of 
Kyoto University, provide training geared toward developing creative 
research and development skills. In addition to operating educational 
programs, the facilities at the new campus actively collaborate with 
the industrial sector, and aim to produce innovative, cutting-edge 
science and technology which will benefit society. In 2008, two 
integrated master’s-doctoral courses were launched: the Integrated 
Engineering Course is an interdisciplinary course with a focus on 
exploring newly combined fields of engineering, while the Advanced 
Engineering Course focuses on fundamental science. Both courses 


















03????? ? Graduate School of Engineering
27
?The Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology (E-JUST) 
is a national university founded in 2009 based on the agreement 
between the Egyptian and Japanese governments; it is based on the 
concept of “practical and world-class education provision in small-
sized group, with emphasis on graduate school and research.” 
Project for Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology Phase 
2 started in 2014. Under the leadership of Professor Osamu Tabata at 
Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University takes the initiative 
to organize a broad range of exchange programs with the Department 
of Materials Science and Engineering and the Department of 
Chemical and Petrochemical Engineering at E-JUST, including short-
term lectures, exchange of faculties and students, on-the-job training 
for administrative staff, and support for administration and 
management of the university. The Graduate School of Engineering 
promotes cross-sectoral and interdisciplinary education and research 
collaborations; contributes to education and research in Africa and 
the Middle East through E-JUST; and enhances its presence in 
relevant regions, with the goal of making it the primary hub of the 
international collaboration.
?The Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology 
(JKUAT) is a university founded with the assistance of Japanese 
government in 1981. Since Professor Emeritus Hirotsugu Nakagawa 
was engaged in supporting its establishment from the late 1970s, the 
teaching staff of the Graduate School of Engineering and the 
Graduate School of Agriculture has visited JKUAT for technical 
cooperation and human resources development through JICA. JKUAT 
was initially a technical college that aims to develop agricultural and 
engineering specialists; today, it has developed into one of the 
leading African universities, emphasizing science education. In 2012, 
the Commission of the African Union designated JKUAT as the center 
for science technology innovation of Pan African University, which 
aims to train personnel that will lead social development in Africa, 
and the graduate school was set up. Africa Union-African innovation-
JKUAT and PAUSTI Network Project AFRICA-ai-JAPAN Project  
started in 2014. Under the leadership of Professor Makoto Kimura at 
Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University sends its experts 
to and accepts students from JKUAT as one of the partner 
universities. In cooperation with Japanese companies expanding 
their business in Africa, the project aims to foster students endowed 
































Prof. Kimura giving a lecture at Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and 
Technology
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My laboratory conducts research using numerical analysis and experiments to examine the interaction and 
mechanical behavior of foundations and structures beginning with the mechanical characteristics of ground materials 
against a variety of external factors such as earthquakes and rainfall. After crossing the Sahara Desert by bicycle in 
1984 when I was a university student, since 1993, I have been involved in human resource development as a short-
term JICA specialist at Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology in Kenya. My specialty was 
geotechnology, and I worked to develop approaches for reducing poverty in Africa based on the field of 
geotechnology. I developed a method for using sandbags to improve unpaved roads in farming villages where cars 
cannot pass because the ground becomes muddy during the rainy season. Currently, I manage an NPO known as 
Community Road Empowerment, which continues to improve roads using sandbags in 25 countries, including Kenya 
and Burkina Faso.
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Graduate School of Engineering, Department of Microengineering
Center for Japan-Egypt Cooperation in Research and Education
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Professor/ Director of Center for Japan-Egypt Cooperation in 
Research and Education
???????????????????????
????? / Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology(E-JUST) ?http://ejust.edu.eg/main 
????? / The American University in Cairo
????? / Assiut University
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Center for Japan-Egypt Cooperation in Research and Education is supporting a bilateral joint project between Japan 
and Egypt, called “E-JUST: Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology Project” in collaboration with Japan 
International Agency (JICA) and twelve other universities in Japan. More specifically, as a leading institution, the 
Center organizes a broad range of activities to support the Department of Materials Science and Engineering and the 
Department of Chemical and Petrochemical Engineering at E-JUST, including short-term lectures, exchange of 
faculties and students, on-the-job training for administrative staff, and support for administration and management of 
the university while promoting interdisciplinary research projects that cut across boundaries of the eight departments 
in E-JUST. The Center aims at contributing to education and research in Africa and the Middle East through E-JUST 
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In Division of African Area Studies in the Graduate School of Asian 
and African Area Studies, teaching staff who concurrently hold 
positions in the Center for African Area Studies belong to one of 
three departments: Political Ecology, Cultural Ecology, and Historical 
Ecology. Teaching staff in the Division of African Area Studies are 
specialists in a wide range of fields, including anthropology, 
geography, economics, ecology, agronomy, ethnobotany, and 
environmental conservation.  The research topics that they actually 
engage in are broad, ranging from rural community development, 
poverty reduction, wild life conservation, desertification, resource 
management of indigenous crops, and communication. Furthermore, 
many researchers work in partnership with organizations such as the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA), and the World Bank, to tackle local problems and 











Due to the process of rapid globalization, there is now more need 
than ever to tackle urgent global problems such as the disparity in 
the North-South divide and growing environmental concerns. The 
effects of such problems are most keenly felt in developing areas – 
particularly in tropical Asia and Africa. Established in 1998, the 
Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies promotes an 
interdisciplinary approach to area studies in order to better 
understand the world’s diverse regions. The school aims to train 
specialists in Asian and African area studies, who have a global 
perspective, but also retain a detailed understanding of localities. The 
graduate school consists of three divisions: the Division of Southeast 
Asian Area Studies, the Division of African Area Studies, and the 
Division of Global Area Studies. Comparative area studies are vital to 
all three divisions, and long-term fieldwork, a hallmark of area 
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Every year, about a dozen of students enter the Graduate School 
that offers a non-divided doctoral program with a standard 
enrollment period of five years. Their backgrounds are diverse; some 
of them have worked abroad as, for instance, Japan Overseas 
Cooperation Volunteers while others come directly to the program 
after obtaining their bachelor degrees. Their research covers a variety 
of topics ranging from wildlife conservation and environmental 
problems to agriculture, development, refugee issues, gender, music, 
and religions, based in about thirty African countries in south of 
Sahara. To facilitate these research and educational projects, the 
Graduate School has concluded academic exchange agreements with 
twenty four institutions in sixteen countries.
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Traditional farming method of the Hausa people in Niger utilized by farmers to collect garbage in cities make deteriorated land as the common pasture. Photo 
courtesy of S. Ohyam. 
?????????????????????????? : ?????










The faculty members in the Department of African Area Studies 
have led many research projects in Africa. To raise an example of a 
large-scale project, the “Forest-Savanna Sustainability Project 
Cameroon” supported by Science and Technology Research 
Partnership for Sustainable Development (SATREPS) from the fiscal 
2011 to the fiscal 2015, is an international cooperation project that 
aims at forest conservation and improvement of livelihoods of 
neighboring communities. The project has been implemented in 
tropical forests that stretch around Cameroon. This project aimed to 
establish a system that allows local communities for a sustained use 
of forest resources based on collaborative surveys on ecology and 
usage of non-wood forest products, as well as to expand sales routes 
by strengthening cassava production and processing a surplus into 


























In a program called “Comprehensive Area Studies on Coexistence 
and Conflict Resolution Realizing the African Potentials” implemented 
from 2011 to 2015 supported by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research 
(S), we have tackled the challenge of how to restore and reclaim 
social order, which was disintegrated and impoverished by conflicts 
such as Rwandan genocide and South Sudanese Civil War that have 
occurred since the 1990s. As a solution, we have conducted research 
with the aim of uncovering knowledge and institutions that African 
people have generated, accumulated, and utilized, without simply 
introducing modern western institutions and values. This project has 
been succeeded by another project called “African Potential and 
Overcoming the Difficulties of Modern World: Comprehensive Area 
Studies That Will Provide a New Perspective for the Future of 
Humanity” that encompasses even broader challenges; it has been 
implemented by a new research team since 2016.












Furthermore, in collaboration with Center for African Area Studies, 
we are promoting interactive academic exchange with overseas 
partners that engage in African area studies. The program called 
“Network Formation for Reconstructing the Paradigm of African Area 
Studies in a Globalizing World,” which aims to reconstruct the 
research paradigm for understanding “African Area,” started in the 
fiscal 2016. This project promotes exchange of young researchers 
with partners in European countries, such as Germany, France, 
Scotland, and those in African countries, including Ethiopia, 
Cameroon, South Africa, and Madagascar. The project carries out 
joint studies to reconstruct the concept of “area,” discuss the method 
of utilizing indigenous knowledge, and propose the method of 
designing an area.
????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????








 University of Nairobi in Kenya, Dar es Salaam University, Sokoine 







I researched socioeconomic changes in farming villages in eastern Kenya in the 1980s and in northern Tanzania in 
the 1990s. In the area where I conducted my research, laborers were performing non-agricultural work in the village 
and beyond while also principally employed in agriculture and livestock farming; they also moved to cities as migrant 
laborers. While evaluating these diverse development processes of economic activity, I analyzed their causes and 
resulting stratification development in farming villages. In the beginning of the 2000s, I was posted to Sokoine 
University of Agriculture as a JICA expert and provided instruction regarding farming village survey methods to the 
younger staff. These employees were mid-level staff and are now partners who contribute to joint research.
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 Research on orange farmers in Muheza Prefecture in norther Tanzania. Dr. D.G.Mhando, the man on the right side of the picture, is an 
associate professor at Sokoine University of Agriculture, who received his PhD from Kyoto University. 
?
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I have been studying relationships between people’s understanding of nature and agricultural techniques, while 
analyzing the system of techniques found in Africa’s indigenous agriculture from the perspective of agricultural 
ecology. More recently, I am exploring the processes of how foreign techniques and knowledge are internalized in a 
local society from various perspectives in a holistic manner. With the aim of conserving forests, which are the sources 
of water, food, energy, and economy of the local society, I am envisaging its strategy. In specific terms, with regard to 
appropriation of foreign engineering technology (hydropower) and occupation systems, such as forestry, I am 
undertaking a practical development project in rural areas in Japan and Africa. It is an attempt to disclose regional 
challenges and at the same time to realize the potential of local indigenousness.
??????????????????























I have conducted regional research mainly using anthropological methods, focusing on the spread of pastoral 
societies in the arid areas of Africa. The subject of my continuous field study was the Turkana society in the north of 
the Republic of Kenya. The themes of my research included the social behavior of livestock and corresponding grazing 
management technology, livestock types and individual recognition, recognition, and handling of livestock illnesses 
and their possession, granting and exchange. A large refugee camp was established in the Turkana region in 1991, 
where approximately 100,000 refugees currently live. Further, oil was discovered in 2012 and surveys by multinational 
firms have been progressing at a feverish pace. With their social environment in turmoil because of such economic 
and political globalization, my current important research themes are to determine how the Turkana people understand 
and deal with this and how they search for paths to coexist when discord and conflict occur.
???????????????????????????????
Research on Africa, anthropology, pastoral society research, conflict and coexistence, and 
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 Research Center for Ecology and Forestry in  Democratic Republic of Congo, University of Yaoundé in Republic of 






I have mainly conducted anthropological research in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly Zaire) and 
Cameroon, focusing on slash-and-burn farmers and hunter-gatherers. My research has two directions: one is the 
study of people pursuing their livelihood and the relationship with nature. Recently, I have studied the activities of 
people in post-civil war Congo. The other direction is the study of their daily communication, for which I document in 
detail the forms of communication that Japanese people may find strange and consider how they are positioned. 
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I have been examining problems in African agriculture from the standpoint of human-plant relationships 
(agricultural science, anthropology, ecology, crop evolution, ethnobotany, and domestication study). I am tackling 
problems of community development through analysis of useful plants cultivated by African people as their cultural 
resources and folk knowledge associated with it.
?????????????????????????????????????????
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Anthropology, Ethnobotany, People-Plant Relationships in African Indigenous Agriculture, 
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 Institute of Economic and Social Research and University of Zambia in Zambia, Meteorological National du Niger 









I am studying problems broadly associated with land in Africa and in so doing, I try hard to contribute to society. In 
Niger, West Africa, I am studying the desertification mechanism in rural areas, and focusing on the farmers’ solution 
technique of recovering productivity of cultivated lands using waste and their indigenous knowledge to apply them for 
environmental restoration. I am advancing the project of improving urban health, restoring degraded lands, ensuring 
food security, preventing conflicts between farmers and pastoralists, in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment 
in Niger and the government of the capital city, Niamey.
In addition, I am studying land problems and social turbulence associated with enactment of the Land Act in Zambia 
in southern Africa. The Enactment of the Land Act in 1995 permitted the chief of each tribe to grant rights on 
customary lands and to distribute them. Working closely with chiefs, I continue land registration using GPS and, at 
the same time, considering with local communities how community development should proceed while protecting the 
rights of villagers on lands.
???????????????????????????
Area Study,?Geography,?Multi-disciplinary approach, land degradation,


















I have been pursuing anthropological research on female potters in Ethiopia with respect to succession of 
techniques and technical innovation, with a special emphasis on their physical techniques. Moreover, I focus on 
artifact, agricultural products, souvenirs, and wastes, among others, as “goods” that have been generated in the 
course of African people interacting with their environments, and consider generation of indigenous knowledge 
concerning African craftsmanship in the global context. I also engage in the activity of communicating study findings 
that can lead to endogenous development in partnership with locals at the community museum.
??????????????????????????????????????????
African area studies, anthropology, material culture, physical techniques, indigenous 


















I am conducting research in the following four areas, focusing on the San (Bushmen) hunter-gatherers of southern 
Africa: (1) interaction between children and caregivers, (2) relationship between the natural environment and methods 
of making a living as well as the interaction between children and caregivers, (3) environmental awareness, and (4) 
transitions in ethnicity. I am also working to identify cultural structures that organize social interactions of the San by 
connecting these research areas. 
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Since 1994, I have spent approximately three years in the Republic of Cameroon, including long-term and short-
term stays, to conduct cultural anthropology fieldwork. In particular, while living with the Bamileke people who have 
moved from their hometowns to the capital city of Yaoundé, I evaluated the concept of urban living in Africa. The 
Bamileke are known as a trading people in Cameroon. They are found in all demographics, from owning street stalls 
to running major corporations, accumulating savings through mutual financing associations and working to improve 
their lives and their businesses. For many years, I am interested in how they overcome the difficulties of city life by 
using their knowledge and effort. Not only the Bamileke, but also other peoples of Africa have established their lives 
using a great deal of knowledge and effort, and one project is beginning to focus on their power and potential in 
Africa. As one member of this project, I would like to focus on the potential of Cameroon and Africa overall and spread 
information on this topic. 
?????????????????????????
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 National Agricultural Development Institute (IRAD), Chang University and University of Yaoundé 1 in Cameroon, 







I have conducted research on ecological anthropology and historical ecology through fieldwork in pygmy hunter-
gatherer societies living in the tropical rainforests of central Africa and the Congo Basin. Current research themes are 
as follows: (1) anthropogenic influence of the distribution of wild Japanese yams in west and central Africa, (2) 
possibility of managing wildlife through cooperation between indigenous and scholarly knowledge, (3) non-giving and 
non-utilitarian theories concerning sharing in hunter-gatherer societies, and (4) ecological history of the Congo Basin 
centering on megafauna hunting. I would also like to determine how to use my research results to encourage the 
sustained use of forestry resources in the Congo Basin.
???????????????????????????????
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I am studying various relationships between human beings and wild animals in forests in the southeastern part of 
the Republic of Guinea in West Africa. I am focusing on the potential concerning conservation of forests and wild 
animals that the traditional scenery of slash and burn agriculture has retained. I am also pursuing studies on 
conservation ecology of living animals, on analysis on composition and cause of traditionally protected forests, and 
on inhabitants’ pursuit of a future vision on the conservation program.
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Since 2005, I have been studying ecology of lemurs and the mechanism of forest succession in tropical forests in 
the Republic of Madagascar. Lemurs swallow seeds together with a fruit, and disperse them undigested with their 
scat. In due course, seeds sprout and the seedlings grow into trees that will compose a forest. This mechanism of 
forest succession helps to not only sustain biodiversity but also provide forest resources to locals. My research is 
being conducted as part of the joint research and education project concerning ecology of the flora and fauna and 
conservation of biodiversity participated by teaching staff and graduate students at Graduate School of Asian and 
African Area Studies, Graduate School of Science in Kyoto University, and the Faculty of Science in the University of 
Antananarivo. In our research project, researchers from the two universities live together in a tropical forest to 
conduct an investigation and continue academic exchanges in the form of dispatch and through an overseas study 
program, among others, between these universities even after the investigation, with the aim of achieving a level of 
study that will receive international acclaim, and of developing specialists who lead the next generation.
?????????????????????????????????




















My primary interest is politics and economics of Africa and its development; I study how African nations and their 
market economy extraneously built initially, as a result of colonial partition came to be developed later, how they are 
changing now, and how they are related to people’s livelihoods. In addition, I have been deliberating upon how aid 
activities conducted with the aim of encouraging development impact politics, economy, society, and livelihood of 
Africa. Specifically, East African nations, including Kenya, are primary area of my investigation.
?????????????????????????????????????????
Development economics, political economy, African area studies, development, nation, 









The Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies was 
established in 2002. Addressing local and global environmental 
problems – from water pollution and hazardous waste to climate 
change and resource depletion – is the great challenge of the 21st 
century. The School furthers these objectives by pursuing 
environmental research and practical problem-solving with an 
interdisciplinary, holistic approach. GSGES is composed of the Hall 
of Global Environmental Research (a research body), the School of 
Global Environmental Studies (an educational body), and the Grove 
of Universal Learning (a supporting body for education and 
research). Programs include the Doctoral Program in Global 
Environmental Studies, designed to foster excellent, innovative 
researchers who can further develop the emerging field of global 
environmental studies, and Master ’s and Doctoral Programs in 
Environmental Management, designed to educate outstanding 
practitioners with international perspectives and advanced 
management expertise. The programs include practical internship 
study both in Japan and overseas and feature courses, many taught 
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African studies in the Graduate School of Global Environmental 
Studies have been conducted mainly in the laboratories of Terrestrial 
Ecosystems Management and Global Environmental Architecture. 
Terrestrial Ecosystems Management Laboratory primarily aims at 
revealing how dynamic states of atoms, such as carbon, nitrogen, 
and phosphorus, that move in an ecological system change, as a 
result of human interventions, such as agriculture and land 
development from the perspectives of their physical and biological 
processes. With regard to Africa, the laboratory has conducted 
studies on the reality of soil distribution in Tanzania and Cameroon, 
as well as farming and pasturage practiced there, and on the 
interaction between ecological environment and people’s occupations 
as a countermeasure for desertification in Namibia. Global 
Environmental Architecture Laboratory focuses on various aspects of 
human environment including human, shelters and communities. 
The laboratory carries out joint field research in the south of Burkina 
Faso, tracing the change of housing composition and family 



























I am studying relationships between agriculture and environmental deterioration in various parts of the world based 
on soil science while using approaches from environmental agriculture, agricultural ecology, and biogeochemistry. I 
seek how findings obtained from basic research can be used in farms and ecosystem management. In dry-field 
farming in Tanzania, Africa, I am studying the effect that the difference in the application of crop remnants has on soil 
respiration rate and soil organic matter accumulation levels, as well as distribution of secondary minerals in the soil 
of the Cameroon line.
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 International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) in Niger, Burkina Faso, Ministry of 





I have examined the conditions of desertification as well as development and popularization of coping techniques in 
semi-arid tropical Africa. Through these efforts, I have commonly encountered situations in which the “common 
sense” thought that increasing land use pressures because of population increases causes desertification does not 
apply, and I have been enthralled by the depth of Africa. Based on my research in Africa, I would like to clarify how 
humans should interact with nature.
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Among my research activities is a field research concerning indigenous architectural techniques (design and 
building techniques) of vernacular architecture. I have hitherto studied primarily wooden architecture culture in Asia-
Pacific region; From five years ago, I have also engaged in taking the measurement survey and conducting interviews 
regarding grass houses of Fulani people in Niger and soil houses of Kassena people in Burkina Faso in western Africa. 
What is of special interest is scale planning seen in their design techniques; a variety of methods including 
anthropomorphic unit, which is a measurement unit based on bodily parts of persons, and scale determination based 
on components and the number of layers of sun-dried bricks and mud balls, are incorporated to realize a unique 
shape. The methods of design, which simultaneously allow them to build a living environment that permits them to 
survive, and to use intelligently limited building materials in harsh living condition of Sahel and savanna have been 
inherited from one generation to another as rich, region-unique knowledge and know-how. However, the living 
architectural culture rooted in this land is disappearing in the course of marked alteration of livelihood in recent years; 
I am seeking a way of its critical succession.
??????????????????????????????????
Vernacular architecture, indigenous architectural techniques, community, local materials, 
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The research on African primates in Kyoto University dates back to 
ecological and sociological surveys on African great apes, initiated by 
members led by Professor Emeritus Kinji Imanishi in 1958. Since the 
foundation of the Primate Research Institute, the research on great 
apes, such as chimpanzees and bonobos, has been conducted in 
places, including Bossou in Republic of Guinea, Wamba in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (former Zaire), and Kalinzu in 
Uganda. Today, researchers in the Section of Social Systems 
Evolution, Ecology and Conservation, and Language and Intelligence 
are conducting primate research mainly in African countries.
In Bossou and Nimba in the Republic of Guinea, wild chimpanzees 
have long been investigated since 1975. Chimpanzees in Bossou are 
known for their tool using behavior, such as cracking hard-shelled 
nuts using a stone to open the nuts for eating. A research system has 
been established in Bossou targeting one group throughout the year, 
and tool-using culture of wild chimpanzees and parental or peer 
relationships that underlie it have been revealed.
In Wamba in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, society and 
ecology of wild bonobos have been studied since 1973. The study 
was suspended forcibly because of a political turmoil in the late 
1990s. The study has been resumed since 2004 in the form of 
behavioral observation of three bonobo groups, and the bonobo’s 
aggression and relationships between groups, tool use, and 






















The Primate Research Institute (PRI) was established in the city of 
Inuyama, Aichi, in 1967. The PRI has been promoting basic research 
on primates including humans for the past five decades. The PRI 
aims to understand the Order Primates from a multi-disciplinary 
approach to the study of ecology, sociology, behavior, cognition, 
brain sciences, physiology, genetics, genomics, biomedicine, 
morphology, paleontology, and other aspects of living and fossil 
species, to ultimately elucidate the origin and evolution of human 
nature. The PRI has been contributing to the education of graduate 
course students under the Biological Sciences in the Graduate School 
of Science. In 2009, PRI founded a new center, Center for 
International Collaboration and Advanced Studies in Primatology 
(CICASP). It aims to facilitate international collaboration and 
advanced studies in Primatology. At present, about 30% of post-docs 
and graduate students come from outside of Japan, with diverse 
origins including the USA, Puerto Rico, Brazil, Chile, South Korea, 
England, France, and Portugal. The PRI has long been a national 
center for research, and now aims to become an international center 
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Bonobos in Wamba, Democratic Republic of the Congo
In the Kalinzu forest in the Republic of Uganda, an academic 
research has been conducted on chimpanzees and other primates 
since 1992. In Kalinzu, we have assembled nomadic and behavioral 
data of chimpanzees, and have conducted a quantitative vegetation 
survey and a survey on the volume of available fruit in parallel, with a 
focus on how behaviors and social relationships of chimpanzees are 
affected by their environments.
In addition, we have been receiving continual support by the Core-
to-Core Program of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science 
(JSPS) since 2009, and have founded the African Primatological 
Consortium that aims at promoting exchange with African research 
partner institutions, not to mention institutions in Africa, and 
developing young African researchers. This consortium hosts 
research training seminars at the Primate Research Institute and 
international symposiums in Africa, while promoting primate 
conservation research and strengthening the research cooperation 
















Endangered chimpanzees in Bossou, Guinea. Photo Courtesy  of N. Morimura
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 Congo Ecological Forest Research Center in Democratic Republic of Congo, Makerere University in Republic of 







Based on plant ecology, I have conducted research in nations with tropical rainforests. I have also conducted 
research concerning land use and eating habits among megafauna such as primates and elephants in African 
countries, including the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Republic of the Congo, Gabon, and Uganda, 
particularly from a botanical perspective. Recently, I have had a strong interest in the use of biological resources living 
in or near tropical rainforests. Based on the potential of ecotourism focusing on large mammals, I would like to make 
an international contribution by evaluating the use of non-timber resources in tropical rainforests such as insect 
eating, cultivation of medicinal herbs, and crafts.
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? Kinshasa University, Research Center for Ecology and Forestry, and  Centre De Recherche En Sciences Naturelles 
in Democratic Republic of Congo,
? L'Institut de Recherche Environmentale de Bossou,  University of Conakry, and University of Nzérékoré in 
Republic of Guinea,







I am pursuing my research on ecology and behavior of wild primates in various parts of the world, including 
Japanese macaques in Shimokita Peninsula and Yakushima Island, bonobos in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
chimpanzees and gorillas in the Gabonese Republic, and chimpanzees in the Republic of Uganda. I am aiming to 
explore the birth of human beings and their evolutionary processes through comparative studies on primate society. 
Since 2009, I have continually received support from the Core-to-Core Program of Japan Society for the Promotion of 
Science, and have founded the African Primatological Consortium. This consortium lays the foundation of primate 
studies and their conservation under the leadership of Japan, and serves as the site of developing young Japanese 
and African researchers through joint research.
????????????????????????????????
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Tumba, TL2, Salonga, Lomako????????????????????????????????????????
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I have conducted population genetics research to determine the evolutionary lineage and conservation of primates 
and the origins and use of livestock. I am also engaged in field studies and comprehensive research of experimental 
analysis, focusing on the genetic characteristics of Japanese macaques, genealogical relationships of macaca, and 
origins and use of ordinary livestock (in particular Bovidae domesticated in highland regions and Camelidae livestock). 
In Africa, I have collected fecal samples of bonobos, which face extinction, from six locations in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, where long-term observation is conducted (Wamba, Iyondji, Lac Tumba, TL2, Salonga, 
Lomako), and analyzed the genetic diversity and genetic differentiation between local populations. I have also studied 
ring-tailed lemurs in Madagascar’s Berenty Reserve and conducted population genetics research by using 
measurement documentation and genetic materials. 
????????????????????????
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1. Sociological and ecological research on chimpanzees in the Kalinzu Forest in the Republic of Uganda
 I am conducting research by assembling nomadic and behavioral data of chimpanzees, while conducting a 
quantitative vegetation survey and a survey on the volume of available fruit in parallel, to focus on how behaviors 
and social relationships of chimpanzees are affected by their environment. 
2. Sociological and ecological research on bonobos in Wamba in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
 I am conducting sociological and ecological research on bonobos (pygmy chimpanzees), with particular emphasis 
on the development of social behavior in immature individual bonobos. It is believed that bonobos exhibit many 
social behaviors, such as sexual behaviors used for purposes other than reproduction, which cannot be observed in 
chimpanzees, a congeneric species of bonobo; the difference is also found in their social structure as well. I am 
studying how bonobos develop their social and behavioral characteristics through their immature period.
3. Genetic study of primates using non-invasive samples
I am conducting a genetic analysis using non-invasive samples (feces and urine, hair, and bundles of food).
??????????????????????????????????










? Kinshasa University, Research Center for Ecology and Forestry, and  Centre De Recherche En Sciences Naturelles 
in Democratic Republic of Congo,
? L'Institut de Recherche Environmentale de Bossou,  University of Conakry, and University of Nzérékoré in 
Republic of Guinea,







L'Institut de Recherche Environmentale de Bossou in Republic of Guinea, Short Stay: Wamba in Democratic 









I have been involved with the research on wild chimpanzees in Bossou in the Republic of Guinea. I am studying 
development of object manipulation seen in captive chimpanzees from the perspective of comparative cognitive 
science, as well as use of tools in wild chimpanzees. Furthermore, I am studying object manipulation, use of tools, 
and mother-child relationship, which lays the foundation of cognitive development, of great apes other than 
chimpanzees. Many commonalities are seen in four great apes in their development of object manipulation, while 
frequency in use of tools in the wild varies significantly. Regional comparison in Africa also demonstrated that there is 
a “cultural” difference in behaviors such as use of tools. Although this is based on the object manipulation capability, 
the expression of tool-use behavior in the wild is affected by several factors, such as interactions between 
environment and cognitive characteristics and social learning from other individuals, among others. I consider it 
useful in investigating cognitive characteristics of great apes displayed in captivity to compare them with great apes in 
the wild and consider the significance of their habitats.
?????????????????








As this center manages a great variety of wild animals, it 
encompasses numerous projects and study centers associated with 
Africa. A program called “Study for Wildlife Conservation in the 
Western Tanzania” was implemented in western Tanzania that is rich 
in flora and fauna of various sorts, with the hope of establishing a 
long-term research system constituted by a research team comprised 
mainly of researchers in Japan and Tanzania. Specifically, it has 
provided an understanding of living species, an estimated distribution 
and density of animals, an understanding on the presence of human 
disturbance, and a long-term monitoring system for population 
dynamics. In a program implemented with the support of JICA’s 
Grassroots Technical Cooperation Program under the program titled 
“Enhancing Livelihoods in Ghana through Improvement in Native 
Livestock Production,” we have been assisting the promotion of 
breeding of “glasscutters” (cane rats) of a superior lineage, a great 
rodent that has been cherished as food in Ghana, with the hope of 
ensuring a steady supply of animal proteins and improving food 














The Wildlife Research Center is a new research center founded in 
2008, with the chief aim of studying endangered or threatened wild 
animals. This center was founded with the aim of succeeding and 
advancing field research tradition and techniques of Kyoto University, 
including primatology, that has over 50 years of history, and of 
promoting research on a great variety of wild animals, particularly 
those large overseas wild animals that are in danger of becoming 
extinct and which few researchers study as their study subject. As a 
sole joint usage and research center concerning wild animal 
conservation research in Japan, it provides researchers in Japan or 
overseas with a place to study and study resources.
?One characteristic of this center is that it promotes research, 
conservation, and education concerning wild animals in collaboration 
with zoos and aquariums. We consider it important that researchers 
who study and conduct conservation of wild animals in their natural 
habitats and zookeepers collaborate and communicate with each 
other to save wild animals from extinction and sustain biodiversity. 
Another characteristic is that it aims to be a conservation research 
center that integrates findings from various disciplines, such as field 
research and genomic science. We have been focusing on 
preparation of equipment for gene analysis, such as the Next 
Generation Sequencers, on collection of gene samples of various 
wild animals and their joint usage. This center aspires to grow into a 
place for high-standard interdisciplinary research by allowing 
overseas researchers and those in and outside Kyoto University to 































Green Corridor Project aiming at planting trees along a stretch of savanna 
extending between Bossou and the Nimba Mountains
?In addition, there are several research centers that have been 
used commonly with other departments including those in Ugalla 
and Mahale in Tanzania, Kahuzi and Wamba in Congo, Moukalaba in 
Gabon, and Bossou and Nimba in Guinea. The Leading Graduate 
Program in Primatology and Wildlife Science provides a curriculum, 
in collaboration and aims with Kyoto University to develop, through 
the course of field research practice in Africa, young personnel who 
will work as a specialist of conservation for endangered and 
threatened species at the United Nations, an international 






















Since 1984, I have conducted social ecology research of wild bonobos in the tropical rainforests of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (formerly the Republic of Zaire). To this end, I have followed the behavior and society of the 
bonobos, who maintain a patriarchal society. My research was interrupted by political instability and civil war, and 
thus in 1992 I began studying central chimpanzees in the neighboring Republic of the Congo. Further, since 1994, I 
have studied large mammals, primarily eastern chimpanzees, elephants, and giraffes, in the arid, desolate forested 
area of Ugara in western Tanzania. Ugara is on the eastern limit of chimpanzee distribution in Africa; it is a strange 
environment where forest and savanna animals mingle. Since 2013, I have again been observing wild bonobos in the 
Bili River basin Democratic Republic of the Congo. This area marks the southwestern limit of bonobo distribution, and 
is a peculiar environment where forest and wet grassland coexist in a patch-like pattern. By studying wild animals in 
diverse environments of Africa and conducting enjoyable fieldwork with graduate students, I am providing guidance 
to young researchers in Africa. 
?????????????




Departmen of Zoo Science, Wild Research Center
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 Kinshasa University and Forest Ecological Research Center in Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania Wildlife 
Research Institute, Dar es Salaam University and Tanzania National Park Service in Tanzania United Republic, 
Ministry of Science and Technology in Republic of Congo
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In my laboratory, I extract DNA from biological samples such as feces and hair from a range of animal species from 
mammals to birds, prepare databases that can be used by a numerous researchers, and conduct research on genetic 
information required for preservation, i.e. systems, diversity, blood relationships, and individuality. Particularly, to 
elucidate individual differences in behavior and personality and species differences based on genome information, I 
have been conducting interdisciplinary joint studies with researchers from Japan and overseas. In Gabon, I am 
involved in analyzing blood relationships among gorillas and other animals. Additionally, along with students from 
Egypt and Ghana, I have conducted genetic analysis for the preservation of animals in danger of extinction as well as 
regular livestock. Particularly, I am working with the University of Ghana on part of a JICA grassroots technical 
cooperation effort to domesticate a wild animal known as the “grasscutter” (greater cane rat). By preparing 
grasscutter genetic markers and searching for genetic base sequences through genome analysis, we have identified 
the genetic regions responsible for traits suited to raising these animals in captivity, and have based this work on 
selection and improvement. Through such research linking fieldwork and the laboratory and ecology with the genome, 
we hope to preserve genetic information and breed animals in captivity.
?????????????????????



















Since 1998, I have carried out ten surveys of wild chimpanzees in the village of Bossou in the west African nation of 
the Republic of Guinea. Because of human activity, their habitat is being destroyed, and wild animals are forced to live 
in much smaller areas than before. Therefore, although they are wild creatures, we must focus on the quality of their 
lives. Additionally, most tropical rainforests inhabited by chimpanzees are undergoing reckless deforestation; to 
protect the forest, I have been engaged in a tree-planting project known as the “Green Corridor.” In Bossou, wild 
chimpanzees use this forest. Thus, I am researching the welfare of such chimpanzees that live in a manmade forest. 
Protecting a forest that enables chimpanzees to thrive requires the preservation of diverse cultures developed by the 
people of Guinea with the forest as a stage. I also conduct short-term practical training of graduate students in Guinea 







Kumamoto Sanctuary, Wildlife Research Center




 Bossou Environment Laboratory and Conakry University 
in Republic of Guinea
????????????????????????
Students from University of Conakry climbing the Nimba 





























The Center for African Area Studies accumulates and delivers 
research findings and information concerning Africa, as a unique 
African research organization that takes advantage of field research 
tradition of Kyoto University. The Center for African Area Studies was 
founded in 1986 as the first African research institute established 
within a national university. It has been renamed since 1996 in 
accordance with the establishment of the Graduate School of Asian 
and African Area Studies (ASAFAS) which aims to educate and foster 
experts specialized in area studies. In addition to assisting the 
graduate school education in ASAFAS, this center promotes large-
scale research projects and international cooperation programs, 
organizes workshops, hosts regular “African Area Study Meetings” 
to share the latest research achievements as well as “African Public 
Lectures” to deliver research findings to wider society, and publishes 
an academic journal called “African Study Monographs” (ASM) 
written in European languages.
The Center has been promoting African studies unique to Japan 
that are characterized by humanities-sciences combinatory and 
interdisciplinary and field research since its foundation. We also 
engage positively in practical studies on challenges faced by the 
contemporary Africa ranging from environmental problems to 
conflict resolution in cooperation with researchers in various parts of 
Africa. The Center engages in the following efforts to promote these 
research projects to be led by each researcher in an organized 
manner.
Promotion of large-scale research projects and international 
cooperation programs
One of the international cooperation programs led by the Center 
was the “Forest-Savanna Sustainability Project Cameroon” supported 
by Science and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable 
Development (SATREPS) from the fiscal 2011 to the fiscal 2015. This 
international cooperation project aimed at forest conservation and 
improvement of livelihoods of neighboring communities.




????????????????????? / Professor Emeritus Araki doing interviews in Cameroon
As for research projects, “Comprehensive Area Studies on 
Coexistence and Conflict Resolution Realizing the African Potentials” 
was implemented from 2011 to 2015 supported by Grant-in-Aid for 
Scientific Research (S). We have tackled the challenge of how to 
restore and reclaim social order, which was disintegrated and 
impoverished by conflicts such as Rwandan genocide and South 
Sudanese Civil War that have occurred since the 1990s. As a 
solution, we have conducted research with the aim of uncovering 
knowledge and institutions that African people have generated, 
accumulated, and utilized, without simply introducing modern 
western institutions and values. This project has been succeeded by 
another project called “African Potential and Overcoming the 
Difficulties of Modern World: Comprehensive Area Studies That Will 
Provide a New Perspective for the Future of Humanity” that 
encompasses even broader challenges; it has been implemented by a 
new research team since 2016.
Furthermore, we are promoting interactive academic exchange 
with overseas partners that engage in African area studies. The 
program called “Network Formation for Reconstructing the Paradigm 
of African Area Studies in a Globalizing World,” which aims to 
reconstruct the research paradigm for understanding “African Area,” 
started in the fiscal 2016. This project promotes exchange of young 
researchers with partners in European countries, such as Germany, 
France, Scotland, and those in African countries, including Ethiopia, 
Cameroon, South Africa, and Madagascar. The project carries out 
joint studies to reconstruct the concept of “area,” discuss the method 























Operation and management of field stations
With the cooperation of the Graduate School of Asian and African 
Area Studies, the center manages and runs field stations as the 
research and survey centers in seven locations in the African 
continent, including Namibia, Zambia, Tanzania, Kenya, Cameroon, 
Ethiopia, and Niger (the field station in Zambia is temporarily closed). 
These field stations are utilized for promotion of education and 
research based on on-site field research, for hosting seminars and 
workshops, and strengthening collaboration with the local research 
institutions.
Collection of African local materials
The information material library, once located in the Center, 
collected a wide range of books, academic reports, and animal and 
plant samples concerning nature, ethnic, and culture of the African 
area; the volume of collected books has amounted to approximately 
14,000 by 2007. Now the collected books are stored and used at a 
library attached to Division of African Area Studies in Graduate 
School of Asian and African Area Studies. The other collected 
materials were relocated to the Kyoto University Museum. 
Furthermore, as databases that store study findings concerning 
Africa, we have developed AFlora, a database for African useful plants 
collected over the years, and a database that has collected cases of 
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Holding a regular “African Area Study Meeting”
We invite African researchers at Kyoto University or from other 
institutions to hold a monthly “African Area Studies Meeting.” In 
addition, we host or co-host study meetings of various sorts, study 
assembly, international forums where necessary, and engage in 
proactive research activities. While expanding a discussion 
concerning the latest research in the African Area Study Meeting and 
in the Kyoto University African Studies Seminar (KUASS), which are 
open to general public, we transmit study findings broadly for the 
benefit of society through public lectures, video contents, and books.
Publication of African Study Monographs
The African Study Monographs (first published in 1981) is an 
academic journal written in European languages published by this 
center; it seeks recognition of these study findings, and has received 































I have been engaged in behavioral and preventive studies associated with AIDS for over 20 years, after having 
conducted basic research on cardiovascular diseases and molecular epidemiological studies on carcinogenesis. Since 
our group was designated in 2006 as the Joint Centre of the UNAIDS, I have served as its senior advisor. While I have 
been engaged in the AIDS study, I have proposed a new methodological approach called “socio-epidemiology,” which 
unifies social sciences and epidemiology, quantitative methods and qualitative methods, and have made important 
contributions in studies of sexual behavior of youth in Japan. More recently, I have strengthened global research 
activities, including studies on HIV treatment adherence determinants in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, on 
sexual behavior of youth and HIV infection of pregnant women in the Kingdom of Swaziland, and on non-infectious 
diseases in Zambia and Kenya in Africa. Moreover, I have begun academic support for analysis and improvement of 
AIDS policy in Uganda at the request of the Global Fund and Uganda’s government. In 2014, I launched the Global 
Health Interdisciplinary Unit, and built a research system to tackle a broad 
range of public health problems, including non-infectious diseases, with 
an interdisciplinary team and through industry-government-academia 
collaboration.
??????????????????????????????????????
Research in socio-epidemiology and policy studies concerning epidemiology and 
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 Mauritius, Zambia, Kenya, Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Swaziland, Burkina Faso, and Côte d'Ivoire
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I am a medical doctor trained in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), and holder of a PhD Degree in Medical 
Sciences from Kyoto University, Graduate School of Medicine. My areas of research include HIV/AIDS and food 
insecurity whereby I study the impact of food insecurity on adherence to HIV treatment in the DRC. In Uganda, I am 
involved in a Global Fund-initiated project aiming to improve the quality and efficiency of HIV treatment and prevention 
programs targeting young people. In Japan -as part of my research residency for the Japan Foundation for AIDS 
Prevention-, my research focuses on documenting best practices of HIV prevention among men who sex with men in 
developed countries likely to be adapted in Japan’s context. I am involved in the lectures of the courses of “Infectious 
Disease Epidemiology” and “Global Health” at Kyoto University 
School of Public Health.
HIV/???????????????????e???????????????
HIV/AIDS, global heath, food insecurity, e-health, sexual and reproductive health
????? ?????????????????????
???????????? ????? ?? ????????
Department of Global Health and Socio-epidemiology, School of Public 
Health, Graduate School of Medicine






? Uganda: Collaboration between Global Funds to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria, Makerere University, Ministry of 
Public Health, and The AIDS Support Organization (TASO)
? D.R.Congo: Individual-level collaboration with researchers 
from the Kinshasa University School of Public Health
???????????????????
????????
At a  health center providing sexual and reproductive 










I have been studying mainly environment and physiology of tropical fruits, and at the same time, I have been 
involving myself in the development of tropic areas. In Africa, I continue studying sustainable rural development in 
tropical Africa, typically agriculture in Tanzania, as the case study.
??????????????????????




Chair of Agro-ecosystem Science, Division of Environmental Science and 
Technology, Gradaute School of Agriculture
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My research on Africa began with “ascertaining the low level of development of farming villages in Namibia and 
Tanzania based on the analytical perspective of the North-South Divide Theory and Dependence Theory and the 
elucidation of the role of farming village cooperative associations in the development of these villages and alleviation 
of poverty.” I now put into practice the desirable “role of fair trade to elucidate the unfairness in the quotation of 
prices for Kilimanjaro coffee, making the prices fair and alleviating poverty based on the food system analytical 
framework” as the “Fair Trade Project with Lukani Villagers.” Additionally, I have taken up the same project as action 
research in recent studies concerning the “structural analysis of the management economics among Kilimanjaro 
farmers based on the structural analysis of institutional 
agricultural management economics” to analyze the 
relationship between management structure changes 
and fair trade.
????????????????????????????????
Farm management studies, food system theory, north-south divide theory, cooperative 




Department of Agri-Food System Management, Division of Natural 






 Sokoine Agricultural University and Dar es Salaam 
University in Tanzania, University of Namibia in 
Namibia
????????????????












Africa is an aggregate of old continental landmasses, which once formed a supercontinent. It is also an exciting 
area where continental fragmentation and sea-floor spreading are currently actively underway; it is an attractive area 
from the perspective of earth science. Currently, I use the methodologies of paleomagnetism and earth 
electromagnetism to conduct such studies on an analysis on fluctuations of Earth’s magnetic field captured in 
Ethiopian flood basalts from 30 million years ago, a survey of geomagnetic anomaly in Afar depression, and an 
elucidation of the structure of plate extensional boundary and its formation process based on paleomagnetic surveys 
in joint research with researchers in Addis Ababa University.
????????????????????????????????





Dynamics of Natural Environment Course,  Department of Interdisciplinary 
Environment, Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies
?????????? ???Professor
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Geomagnetic survey at the Afar Depression in Ethiopia
????????????????????????????
Rock sampling from a lava flow at the Afar Depression in Ethiopia
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I have conducted anthropological fieldwork in Tanzania and Ghana as well as in Mangalore, southern India. My 
research has mainly focused on religious practices of spirit possession, witchcraft and rituals, but also includes (1)?
land tenure and matrilineal systems in village societies, (2)?relationships between religious practices and commercial 
trades, (3)?embodiment and perspectivity in rituals, (4)? relationships between spiritual rituals, environmental 
movements and large-scale developmental projects, and (5)?interactions between the human and the non-human. My 
research in Tanzania focused on the socio-religious movement called Rastafari movement, examining urban lives of 
expatriate laborers involved with the movement. My other research in Ghana looked into spiritual rituals, magic and 
witchcraft in multi-ethnic migrant communities.
???????????????????????????????????????????
Spirit possession, magic and witchcraft in South India and West Africa, interaction between 
customary law and modern law, land tenure and land inheritance in matrilineal societies in 




















I have been studying the history of African-American people (American blacks) in the United States, with particular 
emphasis on the impact that slavery and institutional racism had on society; I have been considering how, against 
these circumstances, African Americans developed their own thoughts and philosophy or education, how they created 
their own culture to establish their self-identity and transformed the American society based on historical study and 
using methods of cultural anthropology. As one such method, I dealt with those thoughts and philosophy, education, 
and social movements that place emphasis on their relationships with “Africa;” I have studied the 1) development of 
the concept of race in forming citizenship and othering of “black” people, 2) development of characteristics unique to 
blacks and Africans based on social movements, religious or cultural practices, and arts and its meaning, 3) alteration 
of colonialist eyes toward Africa in social movements, and 4) reconstruction of gender in terms of religious practice.
???????????????????????????????????????????
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Cultural anthropology, African-American studies, history and culture, thought and 















 International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) and AGRHYMET in  Niger, Ghana 
Meteorological Department, University of Ghana, and Development Research University in Ghana, 







Starting with observation of the Hexi Corridor in China in 1994, I have proceeded west through the Tibetan Plateau, 
Saudi Arabia, Niger, Ghana, and Namibia. In Niger and Namibia, I have evaluated turbulence to measure the amount of 
evaporation and the heat balance in relation to atmosphere and land surface interactions. In Ghana, I participated in 
the SATREPS project, and in cooperation with the Ghana Meteorological Agency introduced automated meteorological 
observation in the three northern regions and conducted meteorological forecasting testing and Volta river flood 
forecasting testing. To obtain background information, I analyze the weather and climate using global objective 
analytical data and satellite observation data and conduct replication experiments and forecasting by using quantitative 
models. It is very gratifying when students who I brought overseas developed quickly in this field. 
???????????????????????????????
Weather disasters, atmosphere and land surface interaction, weather observation, satellite 
data use, and aerial environment
????? ?????
Hirohiko Ishikawa
???????????? ????? ?? ?????????
Research Division of Atmospheric and Hydrospheric Disaster, 










 NWRC, Asht University, Alexandria University, 
Cairo University, Egypt Japan Science and 








I am increasing academic exchange with counterpart organizations in Egypt (Assiut University, Alexandria 
University, and the National Water Research Center (NWRC)) and structuring a research alliance (JE-HYDRO NET) 
with the main theme of the Nile River water resource management. Particularly, in recent years, flash floods have 
damaged the wadi river basin that flows into the Nile River because of rainfall patterns influenced by climate change. 
To resolve this, we are considering introducing flood forecasting and warnings as soft countermeasures and flood 
control dams as hard countermeasures in the model river basin. I have also begun a research exchange with Morocco 
concerning sediment deposition problems to sustainably manage dam reservoirs.
??????????????????????????
Nile River, flash floods, dams, water resources, and dam sedimentation
????? ????
Tetsuya Sumi
???????????? ????? ?? ??????????




Research alliance of JE-HYDRO NET
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In Lake Victoria, an international lake that spans Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda, there are large outbreaks of 
microcystis, a phytoplankton and type of toxic cyanobacteria. This great outbreak of cyanobacteria, commonly 
referred to as “blue-green algae,” is a serious environmental issue in eutrophic lakes worldwide. In August of 2010 
and 2011, in cooperation with researchers from the Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute (KMFRI) in 
Kisumu, I conducted ecological research on the microcystis of blue-green algae in Lake Victoria and investigated 
issues such as harm to the health of residents due to these outbreaks, new costs in securing drinking water, injuries 
to health from livestock ingesting the blue-green algae, and damage to resorts and the fishing industry. Subsequently, 
although there has been no follow-up research, the ecological research center that I belong to has signed a 
memorandum of understanding with the KMFRI, and thus I would like the opportunity to visit Lake Victoria again.
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Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute 
in Kenya  (in particular, Kisumu's laboratory)
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United Republic of Tanzania
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Sokoine University of Agriculture 1994
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The Federal Republic of Nigeria 
(International Organization)
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University of Yaounde I Faculty of Arts, Letters and Social Sciences 2003
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Arab Republic of Egypt
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University of Nairobi, Institute of Anthropology, Gender & African Studies 2010
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The Federal Republic of Nigeria 
(International Organization)
?????????


















University of Dschang, Faculty of Agriculture 2014
??????
Graduate School of 
Informatics
???????????
Arab Republic of Egypt
????? ???????
Cairo University, Faculty of Informatics 2004
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(International Organization)
?????????




United Republic of Tanzania
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University of Dschang, Faculty of Agriculture 2014
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Institute of Advanced 
Energy
????????
Republic of South Africa
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Arab Republic of Egypt
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Assiut University The Faculty of Science 2005
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Arab Republic of Egypt
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L'Institut de Recherche Environmentale de Bossou 2004
????????
Democratic Republic of Congo
???????
Research Center for Ecology and Forestry 2010
????????
Democratic Republic of Congo
??????? ???
Kinshasa University, Faculty of Science 2013
???????
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Center for Southeast 
Asian Studies
???????????
Arab Republic of Egypt
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University of Ghana, Legon College of Agriculture & Consumer Sciences 2009
??????????
United Republic of Tanzania
????????????
Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute 2013
????????
??????
Center for African Area 
Studies
????????????
Federal Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia
????????? ?????
Addis Ababa University, Faculty of Social Science 1988
????????????
Federal Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia
???????? ????????
Addis Ababa University Institute of Ethiopian Studies 2009
????????
Democratic Republic of Congo
??????????
Centre De Recherche En Sciences Humaines 1988
????????
Democratic Republic of Congo
???????
Insritute De Recherche En Sciences De La Sante 1988
????????
Democratic Republic of Congo
??????????
Centre De Recherche En Sciences Naturelles 1988
????????
Democratic Republic of Congo
??????????
























University of Cape Coast, Department of Geography and Regional Planning 2014
????????????????Graduate School- or Faculty-Level Academic Exchange Agreements in Africa
84
????????????????????
About Interdisciplinary Unit 
for African Studies
Kyoto University researchers have spent over a half-century on the 
African continent developing a tangled web of relationships. Until 
now, these have mainly been points of contact among individual 
researchers or projects, but in 2016, the Interdisciplinary Unit for 
African Studies (‘Africa Unit’) was established to organize these into 
an international network, with Kyoto University at its center. We 
asked the unit’s Director, Masayoshi Shigeta, and his colleagues 
about how the unit got its start, as well as future hopes for it to 
become an international hub for Africa research and education.
???????????????????????????
Africa-related research at Kyoto University is jointly led by the 
Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies (ASAFAS) and the 
Center for African Area Studies (CAAS), as well as the Primate 
Research Institute, Wildlife Research Center, Laboratory of Physical 
Anthropology, and department of Human Evolution Studies. Main 
faculty members span the humanities to the natural sciences, 
including Motoji Matsuda of the Faculty of Letters, Naoto Ishikawa 
from Human and Environmental Studies, Hirohiko Ishikawa from the 
Disaster Prevention Research Institute, and Shinya Funakawa of 
Global Environmental Studies.
However, according to Shigeta, until recently no one was officially 
responsible for interdepartmental coordination among existing 
researchers and research projects. Because many worked in isolation 
all over the continent, it was possible that they were missing 
opportunities to obtain large-scale research grants. The Africa Unit 
was therefore established as a hub for connecting ongoing efforts.
The first step that Kyoto University took was the Africa Anthropoid 
Academic Investigation (1961–1967), led by Kinji Imanishi, the father 
of Japanese primatology. As Shigeta says, “There is no mistake that 
research in Africa at Kyoto University started with primates.” 
Similarly, CAAS was established in 1986 by primatologist Junichiro 
Itani, with the objective of better understanding Africa through study 
the ecology of flora and fauna beyond primates, as well as the social 
and cultural aspects of African peoples, which led to studies covering 






































In the 1980s, as area studies programs got started around the 
world, it was rare to see natural scientists in an institute such as 
CAAS. Shigeta explains, “Area studies here is distinctive, similar to 
how various disciplines, such as agriculture, were deeply involved in 
Southeast Asian area studies, even before the conception of 
interdisciplinary studies. African area studies enjoys heavy 
involvement from the natural sciences, ranging from primate and 
animal research, together with agriculture.”
CAAS attracted a wide range of researchers as Japan’s first such 
center for African area studies. However, to meet the need for a 
graduate program to help train future researchers, CAAS partnered 
with the Center for Southeast Asian Studies in 1998 to establish 
ASAFAS, which subsequently reorganized itself as CAAS in its current 
form.
???????????????????????????????
Kyoto University has several “units” that are comprised of 
interdisciplinary research and education projects, but until recently 
there was no such organization connecting the over 60 Africa-related 
educators and scholars. Thus the faculty members from ten 
departments, including Shigeta’s ASAFAS, formed a unit to act as a 
hub connecting Kyoto University to African society..
One major objective of this unit is to connect stakeholders in Africa 
organically, sharing information accumulated throughout the 
university, making related efforts more effective. Additionally, by 
connecting Africa-related researchers in an alumni-like network, the 































 Prof. Masayoshi Shigeta, Director of Africa Unit.
???????????????????????
Prof. Itaru Ohta, Dean of Graduate School of Asian 
and African Area Studies
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As of May 2016 there were 74 African students representing 53 
countries at Kyoto University, and many more alumni who have since 
returned. Numerous other students and researchers have also 
travelled to the continent, but despite this multitude of ties, there was 
no unified organization until the recent formation of the Kyoto 
University African Alumni Association, established at the same time 
as the Africa Unit, and creating a platform for students and 
researchers past, present, and future to exchange information 
spanning borders and fields of study.
A physical base of operations for the new Africa Unit remains to be 
determined. Kyoto University has satellite offices in Europe and Asia, 
acting as gateways for multiple fields of study. A similar physical 
presence on the African continent may help to increase relations with 
Africa from research, education, and international relations’ 
standpoints. Shigeta is enthusiastic, saying, “With the establishment 






















????????????? / Regular meeting of Africa Unit
????????????????????????? /  Preliminary meeting of Kyoto University Alumni Association in Kenya
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interdisciplinary area studies at Kyoto University.”
????????????????????????????
Some Africa Unit researchers have fields of expertise lying outside 
of Africa. One example is Makoto Kimura of the Graduate School of 
Engineering, who is something of an oddball in Shigeta’s research 
project team, as his field of study is civil engineering, focused on 
basic research into buildings and structures through geotechnical 
and foundation engineering. If plans were made to construct a 
subway in an African city, he would likely be called upon.
Currently, however, Africa has no need for Kimura’s expertise in 
this area. Nonetheless, he has already travelled there almost 80 
times, his first contact dating back to the 1980s. He started bicycling 
the world as a student, and after submitting his Master’s thesis he 
left to cross the Sahara by bicycle in January 1984. At that time he 
did not have much interest in Africa itself. However, beginning in 
1993 and spanning a period of over 20 years, Kimura came to be 
intricately involved with the continent.
After the Sahara crossing and then becoming an assistant 
professor at the Graduate School of Engineering, he received an 
invitation to come to Kenya from colleague Hiroji Nakagawa, who 
was involved in establishing Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture 
and Technology (JKUAT), which the Japanese government had been 
supporting since the 1970s. Kimura had just finished his PhD thesis 
when he was offered a lecturer position at JKUAT, and he spent two 
months of every year in Kenya until 1998, helping to improve the 
curriculum as a lecturer in civil engineering.
Japanese government support for establishing JKUAT grew out of 
a desire to aid Kenyan agriculture — its largest economic sector — 
but in Kimura’s view as a civil engineer, improving agricultural 
production must be preceded by transportation upgrades. A lack of 
roads makes going to school, hospitals, and normal life difficult. 
Kimura saw such improvements to quality of as necessarily tied to 
solving the problem of poverty. Based on Nakagawa’s experience in 
Kenya, Kimura helped adapt an easy, Japanese road maintenance 
technique using sandbags. This became an program of the non-profit 
organization Community Road Empowerment, and is now used in 
other developing countries worldwide.
Kimura has high hopes for the future of the Africa Unit, saying, 
“Although there are many researchers focusing on Africa at Kyoto 
University, my specialty is not Africa itself, but more generally 
improvements to infrastructure with local communities, which is 











































in the Engineering Department, there are many challenges to tackle 
in Africa. The establishment of the Africa Unit will enable 
interdisciplinary exchange of information, and lead to new ideas. I 
also want to network with colleagues in agriculture and cultural 
anthropology. With this in mind, I would like to further Kyoto 
University’s reputation worldwide as an institution for expanding 
knowledge.”
???????????????????????????????????????
The Africa Unit is an important presence not only for researchers 
heading to Africa from Kyoto, but also for scholars and exchange 
students coming to Japan from the continent. Masahiro Kihara of the 
Graduate School of Medicine approaches epidemiology from a social 
science point of view. He takes in researchers from all over the world, 
many of whom are from Africa, to help solve problems in developing 
countries. Currently, he employs two scientists from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and from Swaziland, who are conducting 
research related to the AIDS (HIV) virus.
For Patou Musumari, who came to Kyoto University from the DRC 
in 2009, Japan was not the country he originally had in mind to 
pursue his research interests. “The people of Congo think of Europe 
first as a center of research. I found out about Japan through a 
scholarship program at the embassy. Until then, the only ‘Kyoto’ I 
knew about was the Kyoto Protocol (3rd Conference of Parties of the 
UNFCCC).” Musumari obtained a degree with support from Kihara, 
and continues to be productive in the field of social epidemiology.
The other African in the Kihara lab, Bekumusa Lukuhele (‘Becky’), 
came to Japan from Swaziland in 2010. He obtained his Master’s 
degree after one year at Kyoto University, and then completed his 


























Prof. Makoto Kimura, Graduate School of Engineering, 
and the founder of the non-profit organization, Community Road Empowerment 
???????????????????
Dr. Bekumusa Lukuhele, Graduate School of Medicine
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Development and Survivable Societies. He had studied nursing in 
Swaziland, and had national-level experience in public health. Becky 
had first came to Japan through a program of the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA), and eventually elected to study public 
health in Kyoto using social marketing. “Before coming to Japan, I 
was considering Colombia University in New York. I had a Fulbright 
scholarship as well, but Kyoto University’s novel research methods 
ultimately proved to be more attractive when considering future 
prospects.”
However, Becky also struggled linguistically during his Master’s 
studies, as many of the lectures were held in Japanese. He was 
surprised by the lack of English knowledge at Kyoto University, as he 
was able to use English during his stay in Osaka with the JICA 
program, where he had initially thought, “How advanced! Everyone 
can speak English.” He didn’t imagine how different it was going to 
be in Kyoto.
Further, even if he wanted to connect with other Africans, there 
was no such network at the time. “I was the very first student from 




















A road paved by Community Road Empowerment
???????????????????? / ?
??Prof. Patou Musumari, Graduate School of Medicine
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Swazis in Japan either, although this changed with the ABE Initiative 
(a human resources development program for industry, run by 
Japanese government).”Based on the experiences of these two 
Africans, and the lack of opportunities for networking, the role of the 
Africa Unit will be extremely important for future exchange students.
Oussouby Sacko, born in Mali, is the head of the Faculty of 
Humanities at Kyoto Seika University and obtained his degree at the 
Faculty of Engineering at Kyoto University. At a kickoff ceremony for 
the Africa Unit, he addressed the audience representing African Kyoto 
University graduates, saying, “As an exchange student, it was difficult 
to make connections that transcended national origins and 
departments. A network like the Africa Unit is extremely welcome in 
order to strengthen the connections between African researchers in 
Japan, as well as between Japan and Africa.”
The Africa Unit got off to a good start, hosting the Inaugural 
African Women Exchange Student Meeting and the African 
Pr imato log ica l  Consort ium Conference shor t ly  a f ter  i ts 
establishment. With this, the unit has given Africa-related research at 
Kyoto University an opportunity to leap forward, heralding the arrival 
























Professor Masayoshi Shigeta, Director of Center for African Area Studies
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Members of Interdisciplinary Unit 
for African Studies 
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?????? africaunit@kura.kyoto-u.ac.jp
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